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SBA Agrees To Fund IP Journal
The Student Bar Association has
agreed to give the new intellectual prop
erty journal $1,000. The move followed
heated discussion at the February 23 rd
meeting concerning the merits of funding
an organization which had only been offi
cially recognized two weeks before. The
SBA's decision to provide more than to
ken funding serves to advance the Journal's
goal of publishing it's first issue by the end
of this semester.
The IP journal had sought, and re
ceived official recognition at the SBA's
February 9th meeting. At that time, the SBA
had approved recognition 17-0, with one
abstention. However, immediately follow
ing the vote, the Journal asked the SBA to
support it's request for $3,500 in funding.

The motion was briefly considered but was
quickly tabled when it became obvious
there were many questions concerning the
requested amount.
The IP Journal's projected budget
indicated that it would cost $8,730 to pur
chase the necessary equipment and to pub
lish a Spring 2000 edition. The Journal
explained, however, that it did not need to
receive this whole amount from the SBA
in order to publish.
The Journal's members explained
that they have been extremely successful
in securing private funding commitments
through donors such as Hodgson, Russ,
Andrews, Woods & Goodyear. These do
nations would serve to cover many of the
Journal's costs. Thus, the SBA need only

fund a portion of the Journal's costs in or
der to make the task of starting a journal
from scratch a reality.
Though the cost is lower than it
would have been without private funding,
the SBA has traditionally has offered new
groups only token funding in their first year
of existence. This amount, usually 50 or
100 dollars, gives an organization enough
funds to operate until the members can
prove its viability to the SBA. A,; execu
tive board member Mary Snyder explained,
the SBA is, in effect, investing in the clubs
and organizations which it supports. The
SBA wants to be sure that the group will
be viable before investing by committing
fund,; to it's aims.
The funding issue was taken off the .

table and reconsidered at the SBA's Feb
ruary 23 rd meeting. Although there was
great interest in discussing the issue, argu
ments were limited. Total time for discuss
ing the issue was limited to five minutes
within which any given cla,;s director wa,;
only allowed one opportunity to raise
points or concerns. Despite these con
straints, arguments were spirited as the
class directors and officers exchanged their
proposed funding levels.
Some SBA members expressed con
cern with breaking away from the tradi
tion of granting only the small start up
funding until the Journal had proven it,;eJf.
Some seemed to be concerned merely with
breaking from tradition and setting a pre(Continued on Page 4)

Black Law Students Host Visiting High Schoolers
by David Allen '01
Last Friday three dozen juniors and seniors from
several Buffalo high schools had a close-up view of what
it's like to attend law school. The students, from Bennertt,
Kensington, Riverside, South Park and Grover Cleveland
High Schools, visited UB Law February 25 during a day
long program co-sponsored by the Black Law Associa·
tion and UB Law.
" It 's a community outreach program," said BLSA
member Steve Smith '01, who helped organize the pro
gram.
During the visit, the 36 visitors, interested in pursu
ing a legal education, took a sample Law School
Admisstions Test and attended a lecture on hearsay from
UB clinical Associate Professor Charles Carr. They also
attended a question-and-answer panel consisting of five
UB Law graduates.
"It's gone great. They've asked insightful questions,
and seem very interested," said Smith.

Future law students listen to a lason in hearsay during a Feb. 25 visit to UB law.

UB Professor Finley Honored at
Celebration of Women in the Law
by David Allen '01
UB Law Professor Lucinda M. Finley was
among 10 pioneers honored last week during West
ern New York's first Celebration of Women in the
Law luncheon.
The event, sponsored by the Eighth JudiGial
District's Committee on Women, is an effort to cel
ebrate Women's History Month . The Committee has
established a ' Hall of Fame'of women in the WNY
legal community who have made outstanding con
tributions to the bench, bar, legal profession and the
community at large.
"I am deeply honored by the recognition of
my peers," she said. "To be recognized by one's peers
is the greatest honor I can achieve as a lawyer."
At UB, Professor Finley teaches and re
searches areas in tort law, women and the law, re
productive rights, employment discrimination, and
first amendment and equal protection Jaw.
She is director of UB's Women's Law Jour
nal, as well as the Gender, Law and Social Policy
Program of the Baldy Center for Law and Social
Policy. She helped create the Jaw school's legal re
search program in legal research and writing, and
served as its Director for its first three years.
An internationally recognized scholar in the
fields of tort law and woman and the Jaw, she fre
quently testifies before the United States Congress

and the new York Legislature on several issues.
The Professor was also the first woman law
yer to argue a case before the U.S . Supreme Court.
In 1996 she successfully represented WNY health
clinics and the Pro-Choice Network of Western New
York in Schenck v. Pro-Choice Network, a First
Amendment case involving the limits courts may
place on demonstration activities by anti-abortion
protestors.
She also was part of the only father-daughter
team to appear before the Supreme Court, litigating
a I 991 case involving the taxability of Title VII em
ployment damages in U.S. v. Burke.
A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Banard Col
lege and an honors graduate of Columbia Univer
sity Law School, Professor Finley taught two years
at Yale Law School, and was an adjunct professor at
Cornell Law School before joining UB.
She is also active in the Buffalo community,
on the board of directors of hallwalls Contemporary
Art Center and the Buffalo Equestrian Center. She
also works closely with Planned Parenthood of Buf
falo and Erie County an their Reproductive Health
Access Committee.
"I am grateful that UB Law and the Western
New York law community value community service
in addiion to professional service," Professor Finley
(Continued on page 4)
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Big Money
and Politics
By Pete Nicely 'OJ
Passage of H.R. 2366 came nine days after the February 7 issue of Time Maga
zine ran a cover story entitled " How the Little Guy Gets Crunched". The cover
featured the image of a huge well-healed foot with a dollar sign on the sole about to
trample six tiny people scrambling for safety in a green field. The cover caption read "
Big Money & Politics: Who Gets Hurt. "
The article contained an account given by a State Official who told of how a
Congressman refused to speak with him when the Official told the Congressman that he
was not there to make a "political contribution". The story tells about how Washington
politicians are for sale to big-money lobbyists and interest groups. This is the pessimis
tic view ofhow our political system works. Unfortunately, the view is widespread.
H.R. 2366 (see story on page 4) would restrict punitive damages against small
businesses to cases of "willful misconduct",cap punitive damges against small busi
nesses, eliminate joint and several liabilil)~ and heavily restrict product liability against
sellers, rentors and leasors. Ifapproved there, the Bill would then go to President Clinton
to be signed into law. Passage by the Senate is very possible, but the President would
most likely veto any such legislation that comes before him.
It is unfortunate because there is no more effective way for various interest groups
to influence their elected representatives. Elections cost money and each group orga
nizes and raises funds to help their representative win. The more reps you have the
more likely your group is to get favorable legislation passed. Unhealthy problems can
arise though ifgroups with more money but fewer members can exert more influence on
lawmakers. That may or may not be what is happening with this legislation. It is
unclear why a Conservative Congress so concerned with States rights would suddenly
pass legislation that is so contrary to their formerly expressed intentions.
H.R. 2366 is similar to tort reforms passed by Governor George W Bush Jr. in the
State ofTexas several years ago. The biggest benefactors ofthat legislation have been
insurance companies which have not lowered their rates since the reform was passed
(even though their payouts where dramatically reduced) and, of course, businesses.
The full impact on those who are anfortunate enough to suffer an injury in the State of
Texas is yet to be seen. Since it is now easier for businesses to get away with harmful
behavior there, it is likely that this group ofinjured individuals is now growing in num
ber.
If Clinton vetoes this legislation, George W Bush (if he is nominated as the
Republican Party candidate for President), will begin to throw what is surely a well
polished tort " reform" curve ball. IfBush is elected and if the Republicans maintain
control ofCongress, then the many may be at the mercy ofthe few because many are too
apathetic to participate in the governmental process.
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Letters to the Editor
To all members of the Campus Community:
Students typically encounter a great deal of stress ( academic, living arrange
ment, family, work, financial) during the course of an academic year. For some,
the pressures become overwhelming and feel unmanageable. The purpose of this
letter is to help you identify both the less obvious and the more dramatic signs of
emotional distress and to suggest how you might be of assistance to student<;.
Among the signs of more serious distress are:
*Actual self-harming ( cutting; taking an overdose of medication, drug or
toxic chemical).
*Attempting to harm one's self ( climbing out onto a window ledge or the
root).
*Talking to others about killing one's self.
*Leaving a suicide note.
*Aggressiveness in dealing with the environment (slamming doors violently,
using one's fist to break a windoew or hit walls, throwing and/or breaking of furni
ture).
*Aggressiveness toward others (screaming, threatening, insulting, actual
physical attack).
These signs of serious distress should be reported to the university Police
(ext. 2222) without delay in order to ensure the individual's safety. If the student
resides in the residence halls, his/her Hall Director or the Office of Residence Life
(645-2171) should also be notified.
Some less obvious behavior that may function as signals that a student may
be feeling more anxious or depressed than usual are the patterns of coping de
scribed below.
*Social participation (person either becomes significantly more dependent
on your time and attention or withdraws from usual participation and becomes
relatively socially isolated).
*Appearance (a usually neat person becomes careless in terms of hygene
and/or dress).
*Class attendance (person either becomes significantly inconsistant or stops
attending classes.)
*Energy (unusual fatigue or inexplicable bursts of activity which may or
may not be productive).
*Mood (unusually irritable, restless, sad).
•Alcohol/substance use ( occasional drinker/user engages in the activity with
significantly greater frequency and/or the amount consumed per usage -increases
significantly).
*Extreme weight loss/gain.
You can be of assistance by encouraging the person to contact one of the
following services:
·
Counseling Center, 120 Richmond Quadrangle, Ellicott Complex (645-2720).
To schedule an appointment, phone or walk-in weekdays 8:30 AM to 5 PM. Ser
vices are free, voluntary and confidential.
Crisis Services, Inc. (834-3131), An off-campus, daily, 24-hour telephone
hotline; if necessary and appropriate Crisis Services' Emergency-Outreach Unit
can come to campus for evaluation of risk to self or others.
The Office of Academic Advisement. Academic Deans and other offices
provide assistance for academically related problems. Their names and numbers
can be found in the University Directory.
If you have concerns about someone, call the Counseling Center (645-2720)
and consult with the counselor on duty, Remember: It is better to obtain a<;surance
that a perceived problem is not serious than not to call at all.
Yours truly,
The Staff of the Counseling Center

ADVERTISE
IN THE
OPINION
645-2147
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UB Hosts Mugel Tax Moot Court
By Peter DeWind '00
The University of Maryland
School of Law walked away with top
honors in the 2000 Albert R. Mugel
National Tax Moot Court Competi
tion held this past weekend. This
years competition, put on by the Buf
falo Moot Court Board, saw the larg
est field of competitors in it's history.
Nineteen teams, comprised of
two or three competitors each, de
scended upon Erie County Court to
compete in the annual competition.
The teams hailed from thirteen Na
tional law schools including Buffalo
which fielded two teams.
The competition tests the
team's written and oral argument
skills with a complex taxation prob
lem . This year's problem asked
whether the proceed" of a lawsuit
should be considered regular income
or a capital gain when purchased
from a parent company by it's fully
owed subsidiary.
The technical and challenging
question was created by UB 's own
Professor Ken Joyce who also served
as a Judge in the competition's final
round.
Competitors submitted written
briefs on the problem before arguing
in preliminary rounds on Thursday,
February 24th and Friday, February
25 th • The top scoring teams then
moved on to the semi-finals and fi
nals which were held Saturday morn
ing in County Court chambers.
The preliminary rounds were
scored by panels made up of local at
torneys who volunteered their time

to act as Judges. Judges on the final
day of competition included Anne
Dils, clerk to US Tax Court Judge
Thornton, Professor Sharon Stern
Gerstman, Professor Kenneth Joyce,
Sherman Levely, Esq. (Rochester),
Federal Magistrate Jonathan
Feldman, Professor Louis Del Cotto,
John Steele (retired IRS District
Counsel), and United States Tax
Court Special Trial Judge John Pajak.
The Mugel competition ben
efits the school by giving UB national
visibility in tax and advocacy. It also
is the means by which the Board's
associate membership, selected in the
fall semester's Desmond competi
tion, earn their full membership and
learn the intricacies of running a
competition from 3L's Dana
Lundberg and Kelly Phillips, who put
dozens of hours into organizing the
competition.
The competition also gives law
students an opportunity to come to
gether socially as well as competi
tively. Post round get togethers were
held at Thursday at the Calumet and
Friday at Soho giving visiting teams
and coaches the opportunity to see
the Chippewa nightlife. This compe
tition ended with an award banquet
held at the downtown Hyatt.
OVERALL COMPETITION:
1st Place - Unive~sity of Mary
land School of Law (Michael Lloyd
and Lisa Ladner)
2nd Place - University of Ala
bama School of Law(Bert Amason
and Davis Smith)
Semi-Finalist - Michigan State

University - Detroit College of Law
(Jill Harding, Erin Reedy, and Ryan
Mattson)
Semi-Finalist - Brooklyn Law
School (Gabrielle Pak, John
Pokorny, and Joseph Lucosky)
BEST BRIEF:
1st - Northern Kentucky Uni
versity, Chase College of Law
(Brock Denton and Hugh "Trigg"
Mitchell)
2nd - Louisiana State Univer
sity School of Law (Jamie Joiner,
Pamela Shultz and Wade McKnight)
3rd - Widener University
School of Law (Pennsylvania)
(Jamie Baron and Matthew Will
iams)
4th - Brooklyn Law School
(Gabrielle Pak, John Pokorny and
Joseph Lucosky)
5th - TIE - Syracuse Univer
sity School of Law (Mimi Moon,
Michael Sim and Michael Cirone)
- University of Maryland
School of Law (Michael Lloyd and
Lisa Ladner)
BEST ORALIST:
1st - Michael Lloyd - Univer
sity of Maryland School of Law
2nd - Charles Blomquist University of Baltimore School of
Law
3rd - Stephanie Hahn Quinnipiac College School of Law
4th - Erin Reedy - Michigan
State University - Detroit College of
Law
5th-Joseph Lucosky -Brook
lyn Law School

Commencement plans announced
Former UB Law Professor
Thomas Buergenthal will present the
keynote address during commence
ment exercises, the Law School's
Commencement Committee recently
announced.
Commencement exercises will
be held May 14, at 5 p.m. in the Cen
ter for the Arts.
Buergenthal, currently a law
professor at George Washington Uni
versity, is currently vice chairman of

the Claims Resolution Tribunal for
Dormant Accounts, and was recently
nominated by the United States to
serve out an unfinished term on the
International Court of Justice.
The university plans to give
Buergenthal an honorary Doctor of
Law degree during the ceremony.
The committee also announced
other speakers, including student
speaker Anthony Pendergrass and
faculty speaker Betty Mensch. Susan

Burch will sing the national anthem.
For students participating in
the commencement ceremony,
March 15 is the last day to be mea
sured for caps and gowns. Graduates
can rent caps and gowns from BPI LP
to help support the group's Equal
Justice Summer Fellowships.
Important dates for graduating
seniors are posted next to the R&R
office on the third floor of O'Brien
Hall.

Business Review seeks submissions
The Buffalo Business Review
is seeking submissions of artjcles or
manuscripts for publication it its
Spring 200 issue.
The articles should range in
length from 1-20 pages or up to
25,000 words and can include graphs,
charts, or any other appropriate vi
sual aids. The deadline for submis
sions is March 15.
The articles can address a
breadth of businesses from the large
corporation to the single entrepreneur
and can touch on all the aspects of
the business environment including
financial, organizational, legal, tech
nological and human resource issues.

Articles dealing with issues that are
pertinant to business and economic
factors in Western New York are en
couraged.
The articles should be typed in
Microspft Word 6.0 or 7.0 or a com
patible program. Any charts, graphs,
or other visual depictions should be
included in the document ( and on the
disc version) when it is submitted.
Please include your full name,
office address and a phone/fax/email
where you may be reached.
When submitting publications
to the Buffalo Business Review, you
must include a hard copy version and
a final saved version on a 3.5 inch

IBM-formatted disc. Both the hard
copy and diskette will be returned to
you if you include the necessary en
velope and postage.
Submissions may be sent by
email to scudder@acsu.buffalo.edu
as an attached Word document that
conforms to the above specifications.
If you choose to submit your docu
ment via email, a hard copy also
must be sent.
The address for submission is
Brion A. Scudder, Buffalo Business
Review, State University of New
York at Buffalo, School of Manage
ment, 316 Jacobs Hall, Buffalo, New
York 14261.

YOUR AD HE.RE.
645-2147

Cochran
visits UB
By David Allen '01
The violent bigotry of the mid-20th Century has
been replaced with a more subtle, insidious "new
bigotry.. .more far-reaching than ever before," said
famed attorney Johnnie Cochran during a recent visit
to the University at Buffalo.
Cochran, who's high-profile client list includes
O.J. Simpson, Michael Jackson, Reginald Denny and
Cynthia Wiggins, visited UB Feb. 16 to present the
keynote addrss at the An
nual Martin Luther King,
Jr. Commemoration.
"There is still racial
injustice. It's· not Jim
Crow, now it's Jim Crow
Jr.," he said.
During the com
memoration, presented
by UB and the James
Fenton Lecture Founda
tion, Cochran discussed
the influence of media on
race relations.
"I believe the media plays a great role in shap
ing racial perceptions," he said.
Cochran, named Lawyer of the Year by the Na
tional Law Journal in 1995, is a member of the presti
gious International Academy ofTrial Lawyers and the
American College of Trial Lawyers. His autobiogra
phy, "Journey to Justice" , was a national bestseller.
He is a graduate of the University of California at Los
Angeles and Loyola Law School. He served as deputy
city attorney for the City of Los Angeles before found
ing his own law firm in 1965.
In 1977, Cochran became the first African
American to be named one of three deputy District
Attorneys in the city. He returned to private practice
in 1981.
No stranger to the media - the Simpson trial was
covered gavel to gavel on cable television - Cochran
said the media often fails to protray minorities in a
fair light.
"Blacks are more than NBA players and enter
tainers, and must be portrayed as such in the media,"
he said. "Based on the images we see, you would think
that black people were the only ones using crack
coaine. Statistics don't bear that one out."
Cochran's analysis was not all negative -- he
said he was pleased with the local coverage given a
local case he litigated in Buffalo last fall.
In that wrongful death suit, he represented the
family of Cynthia Wiggins, a 16-year-old Black teen
ager who was run over and killed while trying to cross
a highway on her way to her job at the Walden Galle
ria. The family accused the mall's owners of denying
mall access to busses picking up passengers from the
Wiggins' largely minority neighborhood.
At the beginning of the trial, which was later
settled, local media dwelled on the fact that the jury
pool overwhelmingly consisted of Caucasians.
"There were 95 jurors from Buffalo. Five were
African-American, and the five were pretty soon gone.
There was no one left who looked like Cynthia
Wiggins or myself," he said. It's not just about color,
he said; "It's about life experience."
The heavy coverage of the jury makeup has led
to the formation of a 'blue-ribbon' committee to look
at the scarcity of m'inority jurors. It is led by an Afri
can-American judge.
"All we want...is a fundamental amount of fair
ness," he said.
He also praised the local news media -- three of
Buffalo's televisions are led by African-American gen
eral managers.
"Real change can only come through by start
ing dialogue. For all that devides us in this country,
there is much more that bonds us," he said.
Cochran's visit wa" sponsored by the Buffalo
Association of Black Journalists.
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House narrowly passes tort reform bill
By Pete Nicely '01
On February 16, 2000, the U.S
House ofRepresentatives narrowly passed
House Resolution 2366, the "Small Busi
ness Liability Reform Act". See WL 1999
CONG US HR 2366.
Republicans introduced and sup
ported the Bill and Democrats opposed it.
Seventeen Republicans broke lines and
voted against while twenty-three Demo
crats voted for it. The Bill now goes to the
Senate for a vote. If approved there, the
Bill would then go to President Clinton to
be signed into law.
Passage by the Senate is very pos
sible, but the President would most likely
veto any such legislation that comes be
fore him. This Bill would restrict punitive
damages against small businesses to cases
of" willful misconduct", cap punitive dam
ages against small businesses, restrict joint
and several liability, and restrict product
liability against sellers, rentors, and leasors.
Title I of the Bill, " Small Business
Lawsuit Abuse Protection", is based on
Congressional findings that; 1.) the current
civil justice system effects interstate com
merce by decreasing the availability of
good<; and services in commerce; 2.) the"
legal system" is irrational, uncertain and
unfair; 3.) " the spiraling costs of litiga-

SBA funds
new IP journal
(Continued from page I)
cedent which future start up groups could
point to when seeking to get a new organi
zation started off in full swing. Others, how
ever, seemed concerned with overfunding
a group which had not yet established a long
term track record .
This latter argument seemed to focus
up a concern that the Journal would not use
all of the money allocated to it. Proponents
of this view frequently pointed to the Opin
ion as a prime example of a situation in
which an organization was granted fund
ing based upon a proposed budget plan
which was later abandoned.
3L cla<;s director Peter DeWind at
tempted to distinguish the two organizations
by pointing out that unlike the Opinion, the
Journal enjoys a wealth' of student interest
and ha<; ensured its continuity ofleadership
by being composed primarily of 1 and 2Ls.
The Opinion's budget, on the other hand,
had been based upon a speculative proposal
as the current staff were graduating and no
future editorial board existed to follow their
proposed budget in the following year. The
IP Journal would not be graduating its staff
at the end of the year.
Others pointed out that the group had
already been quite successful in private
fund-raising, a factor which the SBA looks
to in determining future funding levels.
Further, that there was nothing the Journal
could prove at budget time, some two
months away, that could not be proven at
the present time.
In other matters, the Board approved
additional funding for a "Well-ness Day"
proposal from the Domestic Violence Task
Force. The DVTF proposal called for a six
hour self-defense techniques workshop to
be offered to the student body in the com
ing weeks. Discussion focused around the
DVTF's remaining budget and how this
program will benefit the Law School's stu
dent body.

tion and the magnitude and unpredictability
of punitive damage awards and noneco
nomic [sic] damage awards have contin
ued unabated for more than thirty years";
4.) the Supreme Court has recognized that
some punitive damage may be unconstitu
tional ~fit grossly exceeds the government
interest in deterring unlawful conduct; 5.)
joint and several liability can also be
"grossly excessive"; 6.) small businesses
are often involved in lawsuits where their
actions had little or nothing to do with the
injury and they therefore may have unjust
costs due to the possibility of unfair dam
age award<;; 7.) these costs are acute since
small businesses often lack the resources
to challenge unwarranted lawsuits; 8.) the
current system raises small business insur
ance costs on the interstate market; 9.) this
reform will promote free flow of goods and
services in interstate commerce and de
crea<;e litigiousness; and 10) Congress has
the power to enact this legislation under
clauses 3, 9, and 18 of Article I of the U.S.
Constitution and under the 14111 Amend
ment to the U.S. Constitution.
If the Bill passes into law it could
very well withstand judicial scrutiny un
der the Commerce clause. Though the
purpose ofTitle I can be inferred from these
"findings", there is no stated purpose for
this Title ofthe Bill.

Title I would prohibit punitive dam
ages against businesses with twenty-five
or fewer employers unless the trial court
has determines that" clear and convincing
evidence" shows the defendant injured the
plaintiff " through willful misconduct or
with a conscious, flagrant disregard to
rights or safety." In those cases where pu
nitive damages would be allowed, damages
would be limited to three times compen
satory damages or $250,000, whichever is
less. Courts will be directed to " deter
mine the percentage of responsibility of
each person responsible for" injuries, thus
restricting joint and several liability by re
quiring plaintiffs to recover separately from
each tortfeasor. The act would apply to all
States and would preempt any State law
not consistent with the Act.
The Act would not apply to injuries
resulting from violent crime, international
terrorism, hate crime, sexual offenses, or
civil rights offenses. It would not apply to
actions for injuries brought under the Oil
Pollution Act of 1980 or the Comprehen
sive Environmental Response, Compensa
tion, and Liability Act of 1980. Nor would
it apply to cases where the defendant was
intoxicated by alcohol or drugs or where
the action is brought by the United States
against individuals for acts of fraud, false
statements or false claims.

The significance, utility, or efficacy
of the number twenty-five is not stated and
it is not readily apparent why twenty-five
employees should be the cut-off-point.
Title II of the Act, " Product Seller
Fair Treatment", is based on findings that:
1.) though product liability actions may
encourage safer products they may also
raise prices and directly effect interstate
commerce; 2.) product liability rules of law
are inconsistent among the various States
and may be inequitable to parties involved
in litigation and may "impose burdens on
interstate commerce;" 3.) product liability
may effect the" well-being" of small busi
nesses; 4.) product liability laws of one
State may adversely effect other States so
it is appropriate for Congress to institute
uniform laws that preempt State law; and
5.) Congress has the power to do so under
clause three, section eight, of Article I of
the U.S Constitution. The stated purpose
of Title II is to "promote the free flow of
goods and services and lessen the burdens
on interstate ·c ommerce by establishing
uniform legal principles" and "reducing the
unacceptable costs and delays in product
liability actions caused by excessive liti
gation ...". Basically, Title II would prac
tically eliminate product liability suits
against product sellers and limit liability
of product rentors and leasors.

Finley among WNY lawyers honored
(Continued from page 1)
said.
Also honored at the luncheon were:
*The late Hon . M . Delores
Denman, who wa<; Presiding Justice of the
Appellate Division, Fourth Department,
from 1991 until shortly before her recent
death in January. She was a 1965 gradu
ate of UB Law School.
*Charlotte Smallwood Cook. a trial
lawyer in her 53rd year of practice. A 1946
graduate of Columbia University Law
School, she became New York's first
woman District Attorney when she wa<;
elected to the position in Wyoming
County in 1950, at the age of 26.
*Ann Evanko, the first woman ad
mitted to membership in the law firm
Hurwitz and Fine, P.C .. She is now vice
president and a member of the manage
ment committee.
*Constance Eve, Chairperson and

founder of Women for Human Rights and
Dignity, Inc, a not-for-profit human ser
vices organization. She and her husband,
NYS Assembly Deputy Speaker Authur
Eve were awarded the 1999 National
Conference for Community and Justice
Citation Award<;.
* Maryanne Saccomando Freed
man, the first woman president of both
the New York State Bar A<isociatoin and
the Erie County Bar A<isociation. A UB
Law graduate, she has been honored with
the NYSBA's Ruth G. Shapiro Award and
was the Erie County Bar A<isociation's
Lawyer of the Year.
*Marjorie Girth, a facultymember
at UB Law from 1992-96, serving as As
sociate Dean from 1986-87. Currently a
professor at Georgia State university, she
won several award<; while at UB, includ
ing the school's Outstanding Faculty
Award.

*Hon. Jacqueline Koshian, a Jus
tice of the New York State Supreme Court
since 1986.A1959 UB Law graduate, she
has received the Distinguished Alumni
Award from the UB LAw Alumni A<iso
ciation and an award for community ser
vice and professional achievement from
the Niagara Falls Bar Association.
*Denise O'Donnell, a founding
member of the local Women's Bar A<iso
ciation. A 1982 UB Law graduate, she has
distinguished herself within the U .S.
Attorney's Office of the Western District
of New York; she was nominated by Presi
dent Clinton as U.S. attorney in 1998.
*Hon. Rose Sconiers, a New York
State Supreme Court Justice. A 1973
graduate of UB Law, she has served as
Executive Attorney for the Legal Aid
Bureau of Buffalo, Inc. and as A<isistant
Corporation Counsel for the City of Buf
falo.
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